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News Release

The University of Dayton

Sept. 24, 1993
Contact: Pam Huber

OHIO CATHOLIC PARISHES, SCHOOLS
PREPARE FOR TECHNOLOGICAL FUTURE
DAYTON, Ohio- When Sam started sixth grade, his spelling was atrocious. Three
months later, he was involved with the school's foreign pen pal program organized by the
computer instructor. He was using computer programs to write his letters and check his
spelling, and, at Sam's insistence, his teacher proofread his letters to his pen pal. Sam
wanted to send his best work overseas.
"That's something you don't get from a book," says Jean Stringer, Sam's teacher and
computer instructor at St. Julie Billiart elementary school in Hamilton. "Sam had a reason to
want to spell, to do it right."
Educators across the nation are beginning to incorporate new tools into the classroom.
The board of directors. of the Catholic Conference of Ohio has approved the the Interdiocesan
Telecommunications Project, designed to bring technology such as computer networks,
teleconferences, video and multi-media learning centers to Catholic schools and education
centers in all six dioceses in Ohio. School superintendents from the dioceses will apply for
funding to the Ohio Knights of Columbus on Nov. 12. Cost for the first year of the ongoing
project will be $30,000.
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The emphasis of the project is not on the hardware, says Sister Angela Ann Zukowski,
M.H.S.H., director of the Center for Religious Communication at the University of Dayton
and project director. "The project is going to enhance teaching and learning, using emerging
technologies," she says. Zukowski envisions a statewide network that would allow, for
instance, a rural parish to use a satellite downlink to bring specialty classes to students at the
parish school, a busy computer network to link sixth-graders across the state in a science
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research lesson and simultaneous classes for Catholic adults connected through an Ohio
teleconference.
During the flrst year of the project, teachers and administrators ar' three to flve pilot
schools in each Ohio diocese Youngstown -

Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Steubenville, Toledo and

will develop a plan to use the technology they already have as well as direct

future purchases that will have the most impact on curriculum. Modems and teleconference
equipment will be supplied to pilot schools that don't already have them, and the project will
pay for a one-year membership in a computer network for each school so that teachers and
administrators can communicate back and forth.
Representatives of the ptlot schools met Sept. 1-3 at Bergamo Center in Dayton to
work on diocesan plans. They looked to New Frontiers for Catholic Schools, a 2-year-old
project sponsored by UD and the National Catholic Educational Association, for guidelines.
Twenty-two Catholic schools across the nation have made inroads into using technology in
the classroom, and the results are promising. Not only has enrollment increased at these
schools, donations have also gone up.
One project at a New Frontier school made full use of the computer network.
Elementary students developed a shopping list of common items and then sent the list over
the network to other schools. They asked students to flnd the price of each item on the list
and report back over the network. Thirty-four schools responded, including one from Japan.
Before it was over, the project covered lessons in geography, math and economics.
Students plotted the latitudes and longitudes of schools that responded, looked up capital
cities, explored why some products are cheaper in one region than another and graphed the
differences in prices. They called on older students to help them convert the yen prices into
dollars and discussed the substitution of tofu for crackers on the shopping list from Japan.
"There is no doubt that the role of both the teacher and learner is shifting in
education," Zukowski says. "Our goal is to create an entirely new infrastructure to prepare
our students and support Catholic educators for the 21st century. For UD, it places the
University on the cutting edge of innovation and creativity for Catholic education."
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NOTE TO EDITORS: For media interviews, call Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H.,
at (513) 229-3126.

